The battle lines are being drawn in a fight to preserve what some call the soul of a Sussex market town. Horsham council wants to use the redundant town hall to drive forward the revitalization of the area, objectors say plans to turn it into a café amount to selling off their heritage. 

Jo Campbell reports;

There was a time the old town hall here was central to the community these days many pass by without a second glance. Not so this man who blames Horsham’s politicians for deliberately running down a local landmark.

Kevin Midderigh; It has not been used because for the last couple of years as the council has refused to take bookings for it because it is the part of a process of the sale they are trying to push through and therefore they are stopping people booking the building.

Jo Campbell; That’s denied by the council which claims that posters here are all for other organizations who have found better venues for their events; it’s answer to rent it out as a shop for foodies.

HDC (RPatterson); We save the renovation of the building, we save the upkeep of the building and instead of that we have an income for the building. The difference is about a hundred thousand pounds, which is very significant during the recession and the monetary problems that local councils have.

Jo Campbell; A growing food quarter here in Horsham, says the council, would be boosted by the town hall in its new guise, some aren’t convinced.

D Brooks Dab Hands; I think it’s a myth that the council are trying to create that the business community support this. The local restaurants don’t support it. They don’t need further competition.

Gareth Beer Essentials; As it was gifted to the people of Horsham they, the council, really haven’t got a right to decide what should happen to it.

Jo Campbell; the success of the campaign to stop Andover’s Guildhall hall becoming an eaterie has boosted the opponents confidence, who are already in talks with campaigners there, as they prepare for a similar battle here in Horsham.

